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INTRODUCTION:
THE COST OF

BEING "RIGHT"
I once knew a man named Dave. He was the kind of person you’d want
as a neighbor – at least, that is how it started. He was steady, worked
hard, and took care of his lawn with a precision that bordered on a hobby.
But Dave ran into a problem that eventually swallowed his life whole: a
three-foot strip of dirt.

It started with a new fence. His neighbor, a younger guy who didn’t share
Dave’s passion for property lines, put up a wooden barrier that Dave was
certain sat thirty-six inches onto his side of the line. Instead of a
conversation over a cup of coffee, Dave brought out the survey maps.
When the neighbor didn't budge, Dave brought out the letters from a law
firm. What followed was a ten-year obsession that cost Dave fifty
thousand dollars in legal fees.

He eventually stood in a courtroom and heard a judge tell him he was
right. The fence was moved. Dave got his thirty-six inches of grass back.
But as he stood there on that tiny patch of land, he was standing in a
graveyard of his own making. He had won the case, but he had lost his
joy. He had lost the respect of the people in his town, who now saw him
as the man who would sue his own shadow if it crossed the line. Most
importantly, he lost his ability to speak about finding peace in God. No
one wanted to hear about a Savior from a man who spent a decade
fighting a war over a weed-whacker’s worth of space. He had the deed
to the land, but his soul had become a dry, empty place.

This is the reality we often ignore when we talk about justice. We think
that being right is the ultimate goal, but we forget that being right can be
incredibly expensive for the spirit. We live in a culture that tells us to
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protect what is ours at any cost, yet we rarely calculate the cost to our
character.

Most of us have a version of Dave’s itch. When someone wrongs us,
whether it is a business deal gone sour, legal trouble, or a neighborly
dispute, our first instinct isn't to look to biblical conflict resolution and ask
for guidance. It is to look at the yellow pages for someone in a suit. We
have developed a sort of legal obsession. We act as if a court of law is
the only place where things can be set straight. We believe that if we can
just get a verdict in our favor, the hurt will go away and our security will
be restored.

But this reflex to sue or to demand our day in court reveals something
deeper about our hearts. It shows that we don't actually trust that God is
in charge of our lives. We talk about His sovereignty on Sunday, but by
Monday morning, when a contract is breached, instead of trusting God
when things go wrong, we behave as if we are the ones who have to
hold the universe together. We grab for the law because we are afraid.
We are afraid of being taken advantage of, afraid of losing what we’ve
built, and afraid that if we don't fight for ourselves, no one else will.

The legal system often acts as a mirror, though not the kind we enjoy
looking into. It reflects our hidden needs for control. When we are willing
to burn down a relationship or spend our children’s inheritance to prove
a point, we are looking at an idol. We have made a god out of our own
vindication. We think that if we win, we will be safe. But the law cannot
give you safety; it can only give you a piece of paper. If your sense of
well-being is tied to a judge’s decision, you have anchored your boat to a
very shaky dock.

We have to admit that even our pursuit of what we call justice is often
stained by our own pride. We say we are standing on principle, but
usually, we are just standing on our own ego. We want to be seen as the
winner. We want the other person to be shamed. In our rush to be legally
correct, we walk right past the requirements of mercy and humility in the
Bible that the Lord actually asks of us.

This guide isn't designed to give you legal advice or help you find a way
around the rules. There are plenty of people out there who will charge
you by the hour to tell you how to get your way. Instead, this is about
how to live in a world that is fundamentally broken without letting that
brokenness seep into your own heart. It is about how to handle disputes,
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contracts, and conflict in a way that keeps your faith intact, that keeps
your heart in the right place, and that maintains peace – as much as you
are able.

We are going to look at the rough reality of what it means to be a person
of faith when someone is trying to take what you think belongs to you.
We are going to ask why we are so quick to trust a human system that is
often just as confused as we are. We want to find a way to be
responsible managers of what we’ve been given without becoming
obsessed with ownership.

The goal is to move from a life of constant defense to a life of faithful
service. You might still have to sign documents or deal with lawyers, but
the hope and goal are that you will do it as someone who knows their
true inheritance is already safe. You don't have to fight like an orphan for
every scrap of dirt when you know that your Father owns the whole
world. You can afford to be the person who chooses peace over a three-
foot win.
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1
THE ROOT OF

THE FIRE
I’ve felt that same knot in my own chest before. Honestly, I have. I
remember a season a few years back when I felt like I was being backed
into a corner by someone I thought was a friend. It wasn't about a huge
amount of money, but I was concerned about the principle of the thing. I
spent my nights staring at the ceiling, playing out every possible legal
argument in my head. I had the contract on my nightstand, and every
time I looked at it, I felt this hot, restless heat rising up. I was so
convinced I was right that I couldn't even hear the quiet voice in the back
of my mind asking what this spiritual warfare was actually doing to my
spirit.

You and I can hold onto that anger like a shield, right? It makes us feel
protected for a second. We believe that if we push hard enough and
demand what we are owed, we will finally be able to breathe again. But
that was the moment it finally clicked for me. A legal fight is rarely only
about the facts or the bank account. It’s about what’s happening in the
basement of your heart. It’s about those deep, quiet places where we
decide who we actually trust to take care of us. But when you let those
legal fires start burning, it doesn't just hurt the person you’re fighting; it
fills your own lungs with smoke.

The "I Deserve This" Trap

The church has been wrestling with this specific kind of friction for a very
long time. It isn't a new problem. James, in the early days of the church,
wrote to people who were basically at each other's throats. He asked a
question that today stops you in your tracks: Where do these wars and
fights among you come from? He doesn't blame the legal system or the
lack of better contracts. He says they come from our own desires that
war inside us. We want something that we don't have, so we fight and
war. He actually says that we desire to win so badly that we “murder.” He
doesn’t mean literal murder, but the kind of murder Jesus spoke about in
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the Sermon on the Mount. The kind where you’re so angry with another
person that you’re willing to insult him and maybe even sue him, ignoring
how to handle anger biblically. That anger usually comes from our
desires and expectations not being met.

But the "I deserve this" mindset—a classic example of pride in the Bible—
is a trap that is incredibly easy to fall into. We look at our hard work, our
time, and our investments and start to think of them as rights that we own.
We think we deserve a certain outcome because we played by the rules.
But if we are honest about the faith we claim, we have to admit that we
don't actually own anything. Everything we have – even the very breath
in our lungs – is a blessing on loan from the Master.

There is a huge difference between a right and a blessing. A right is
something you can demand with a clenched fist. A blessing is something
you receive with an open hand. When we turn blessings into rights, we
start acting like we’re the ones who made the sun rise just because we
happen to be standing in the light. We become demanding, anxious, and
ready to go to war over three feet of dirt because we’ve forgotten that
the dirt was never ours to begin with. You end up fighting for a kingdom
that was never supposed to be your eternal home.

The Idol of Fairness

The world talks a lot about fairness, and we often look for Bible verses
about justice to back up our claims. We are taught from a young age that
justice should be blind and that the scales of justice should always be
balanced. If someone takes from you, you should be able to take it back.
But fairness is a funny thing when you look at it through the lens of the
gospel and a Christian perspective on conflict. If God were strictly fair
with us, none of us would be standing here right now. We would be lost.
Or worse. Moreover, the very foundation of our faith is built on the most
unfair event in the history of the world. The Cross was the ultimate
injustice. The only perfect man who ever lived took the fall for the people
who actually did the wrong.

When we become obsessed with getting even, we are essentially saying
that we want justice on our terms, not God’s. We turn fairness into an idol
that we worship. We think that if we can balance the scales ourselves, we
will finally be happy. But it never works that way, does it? The more you
try to get even, the more you struggle with overcoming resentment and
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bitterness, turning into a person you don't even recognize. You become
rigid and cold. You start looking at everyone as a potential adversary
instead of a neighbor.

You become like that servant in the parables who was forgiven a
massive debt and then went out and choked someone over a few bucks.
It’s a slow, quiet way of becoming a Pharisee – someone who is
technically right but completely empty of grace. You might win the
argument, but you lose the heart. And honestly, there is nothing more
miserable than being a person who is always calculating what the world
owes them. It makes for a very lonely, brittle life.

The Ghost of Reputation

Then there is the ghost. I call it that because it is the fear of what people
will think – the fear of being seen as the bad guy. I’ve known people who
went to court and spent fifty thousand dollars not because they needed
the cash, but because they couldn't stand the idea of someone
slandering their name. They felt like they had to clear the air and prove
their innocence, ignoring foundational Bible teachings on reputation.
They couldn't sleep because they were haunted by the idea that
someone, somewhere, thought they were in the wrong.

But think about Jesus for a second. He was lied about by the highest
legal authorities of His time. He was called a drunkard, a traitor, and a
blasphemer. And the Bible says that He usually stayed silent. Certainly,
there were times when He challenged them with “which of you convicts
me of sin?” But He didn't call a press conference or file a lawsuit to
protect His brand. He didn't feel the need to chase down every rumor.
He trusted that the Father knew the truth, and that was enough for Him,
showing us how to handle betrayal biblically. He knew that His character
was more important than His reputation.

When we fight desperately to protect our reputation, we are usually
feeding our own vanity. We want to be seen as the winner. We want to
be the one on top. But your true identity isn't held in the records of a
local courthouse or in the gossip of your community. Your identity is
hidden with Christ. If God knows the truth, you don't have to burn down
your life trying to convince everyone else. You can afford to be
misunderstood for a season. You can afford to let someone else have
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the last word and learn how to live at peace. It is a rugged kind of
freedom that only comes when you stop trying to be your own savior.

The Real Cost

I’ve seen people win their court cases and walk away with a check, but
their souls felt like a desert. They had their three feet of dirt, but they had
lost their ability to love their neighbor, forgetting how to forgive those
who hurt you. They had become suspicious and angry, far from
overcoming resentment. They had won the war, but they had lost the
very thing that made them who they were in Christ. There are times
when Jesus didn’t agree with others and merely looked the other way.
For example, He actually took the time to make a whip to drive out the
merchants who had set up shop in the court of the Gentiles outside the
Temple. But He did this to defend those whose access to God was being
denied. Doing this in the short term harmed His reputation with the
populace.

The root of the fire isn't in the other person's actions; it is in our own
refusal to learn how to trust God in hard times and believe that God is a
better protector of our lives than any law firm could ever be. Of course,
when exploring what the Bible says about lawsuits, the New Testament
teaches that the government carries the sword for a good (avenging)
reason as God’s servant. So, the Bible doesn’t forbid entering a court
under any circumstances. But when your motive is revenge, recompense,
or getting what you deserve, then it’s in violation of all these biblical
principles for decision making. Now, if you’re trying to rescue somebody
from the clutches of evil or attempting to save something which you
believe God has ordained for His glory, then perhaps the courtroom is
the correct jurisdiction. But generally, the principle is very clear. Don’t go
to court, because the church will do the judging. If you’ve got an issue,
bring it to the church. Bring it to the elders.

But what is our first inclination? We fight because we are afraid. We are
afraid that if we don't stand up for ourselves, no one else will. But the
gospel tells us that we have a Father who owns the cattle on a thousand
hills. We aren't orphans who have to fight for scraps. We are heirs who
have already been promised the entire Kingdom.

When you realize that, the "I deserve this" trap loses its power. The idol
of fairness starts to crumble. The ghost of reputation stops being so
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scary. You can finally stop clenching your fists and start living with an
open hand. It doesn't mean you never sign a contract or that you let
people walk all over you. But it does mean that your peace isn't tied to
whether or not you win. You can learn how to have peace of mind and
navigate a broken system without letting that brokenness into your own
heart. Real faith is rarely tidy, but there is grace for the work of letting go.
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2
THE COURTROOM
AND THE CROSS

I know that specific, cold feeling in your gut when you’re standing in a
courthouse hallway. The air is recycled, the floor is polished to a mirror
shine, and you’re surrounded by people in suits who usually don't know
your name and may honestly care less about your story. To them, you’re
just a case number. In that moment, the courts feel like the only "big
brother" you have left to make things right. But if we’re going to be
honest about what the Bible actually says, we have to look at a part of
the New Testament that most of us would rather skip over. I’m talking
about the moment when the way things work out there crashes headfirst
into the way the Kingdom works.

The Corrupt Corinthian Mirror

When Paul wrote his first letter to the church in Corinth, he was dealing
with a group of people who looked exactly like us. They were ambitious,
successful, and incredibly obsessed with their own rights. They lived in a
culture that loved a good lawsuit. In ancient Corinth, the courts were
basically a theater for social maneuvering. If you could win a case against
a rival, you didn't just get the money – you got the status. You showed
the world you were the one on top.

Paul walks into that situation in 1 Corinthians 6:1, and he sounds
absolutely stunned. He asks them: "Dare any of you, having a matter
against another, go to law before the unrighteous, and not before the
saints?" He’s looking at people who claim they will one day judge the
world and even angels (1 Corinthians 6:2-3), yet they can’t figure out how
to settle a dispute over a business deal or a piece of property among
themselves, that is, between brothers or fellow believers.

He calls it a "defeat" before the trial even begins. That is the part that
usually hits the hardest. We think that if we win the verdict, we’ve won
the battle. But Paul says in 1 Corinthians 6:7 that the very fact that we
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have a lawsuit against a brother at all is already a "total defeat" for us.
We’ve already lost the most important thing – our witness. We’ve taken
the family business of the Kingdom and aired the dirty laundry in front of
people who don't even believe in the Father. We’ve told the world that
the grace of God isn't strong enough to handle a disagreement over a
contract.

The Question That Hurts

Then Paul drops the question that feels like a punch to the stomach:
"Why not rather be wronged? Why not rather be cheated?" (1
Corinthians 6:7).

I’ve sat with that question for a long time, and I’ll be honest, I still don't
like the answer it gives me. Our natural instinct is to scream that it isn't
fair. But Paul is suggesting that being cheated might actually be a better
outcome for a Christian than winning a lawsuit at the cost of the gospel.
He’s asking us to consider that our bank account is less important than
Christ’s reputation.

This isn't some weak, passive kind of surrender. It’s a rugged, difficult
choice to trust that God is a better accountant than we are. When we
refuse to ever be wronged, we’re basically saying we don't believe God
can make up the difference. We’re acting like orphans who have to fight
for every penny because we don't have a Father who owns it all.

But what if the other is not a brother? What then? First, there are certain
cases that, by law, have to be submitted to the legal authorities; you
should seek legal advice to know what these are. Second, this is not to
say that Christians should never be in court and that we should not
respect judges who don’t know Christ. But when a believer disputes with
an unbeliever, the internal church remedy doesn’t apply – there’s no
shared Christian community to arbitrate. The underlying principles
(motive, witness, and reliance on worldly systems rather than Christian
wisdom) remain relevant considerations. That concern may be less acute
when dealing with unbelievers, but the question of motive and witness
still applies.
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The Boundary of Justice

Now, I want to be very careful here. Paul isn't saying that the law is evil or
that the state shouldn't exist. In Romans 13:4, he tells us that the state
carries the "sword" for a reason – it is God’s servant to carry out wrath on
the wrongdoer. There is a huge difference between a civil squabble over
money and a situation that involves protection from actual harm.

If you are dealing with abuse, with crime, or with a situation where
someone’s physical safety is at risk, you aren't just dealing with a "small
thing" between brothers. You are dealing with a violation of the order
God established to keep the world from falling into chaos. In those cases,
the law is a gift. Reporting a crime or seeking protection isn't about your
pride; it’s about the mandate to care for the vulnerable.

The problem is that we’ve started using that "sword" of the state to settle
our personal offenses. We use it to get back at a business partner who
annoyed us or to squeeze a few more dollars out of a deal. We have to
be honest enough to ask: Am I using the law to protect the innocent, or
am I using it to get what I think I’m owed? And that’s an important
distinction.

The Church as the Court

The biggest tragedy in all of this is that we’ve stopped trusting the
wisdom of the people God has actually put in our lives. Paul asks the
Corinthians in 1 Corinthians 6:5, "Is it so, that there is not a wise man
among you, no, not one that shall be able to judge between his
brethren?" He’s saying that the church should be the place where we
find true justice because the church is the only place that actually
understands grace.

But honestly? Most of us don't want to go to the elders. We run to the
state because the state has a gavel. The state can force people to do
things. The state doesn't ask us about our own pride; it looks at the
statutes. We’ve started trusting the state more than the church because
we don't want to deal with the messy work of reconciliation. We’d rather
have a judge tell us we’re right than have a brother tell us we’re being
proud.
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When we bypass the church to get to the courthouse, we’re admitting
that we don't believe that God’s wisdom is practical for real life. We’ve
handed over the authority of the extended family to a secular system that
doesn't understand the first thing about the Cross. We have to find a way
to get back to trusting our brothers more than we trust a stranger in a
black robe. It means being willing to listen to people who actually know
our souls, even if they tell us the best thing we can do is let the money
go.

The Final Verdict

At the end of the day, trusting the gavel of the state to fix your life is a
heavy way to live. It keeps you in a cycle of anxiety. But the Cross offers
a different kind of justice. In Colossians 2:14, we’re told that Christ
canceled the "record of debt" that stood against us. Yes, us. If that debt
has been paid, then we don't have to spend our lives frantically trying to
collect every debt owed to us.

You can walk into a conflict with a totally different posture. You can be
the one who is willing to take a loss if it means the peace of the church
stays intact. This isn't about being a doormat; it’s about living out the
reality that you are already a citizen of a different Kingdom. And there the
streets are paved with gold. It’s about realizing that the most powerful
thing you can do in a dispute isn't to win the case, but to show the world
that you have a King who is worth more than anything they could ever
take from you.
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3
THE MATTHEW 18

PROTOCOL
I’ve seen more friendships and business partnerships end over a
misunderstood text message than almost anything else. It starts so small
– a late payment, a project that didn't go quite right, or a comment that
felt a little too sharp. Instead of picking up the phone or driving over to
their office, we sit there behind a screen. We type out a message, delete
it, type it again, and finally hit send with that little spike of adrenaline in
our chest. Then we wait. We watch for those little typing bubbles to
appear. By the time the conversation is over, both sides have read
between lines that weren't even there, and the next thing you know,
someone is mentioning their attorney.

Most of the legal trouble I’ve seen in the church could have been
avoided if people had the guts to sit across a table from each other,
particularly when dealing with difficult people Christian fellowships face.
But we’ve lost the art of the hard conversation. We’d rather pay a lawyer
five hundred dollars an hour to be our voice than spend twenty minutes
being vulnerable with someone who has offended us. If we want to stay
out of the courtroom, we have to get back to the protocol the Master
actually gave us.

Face-to-Face vs. Screen-to-Screen

There is something about looking into another human being's eyes that
changes the temperature of a conflict. When you’re staring at a screen,
the person on the other side isn't a neighbor made in the image of God;
they’re just an obstacle to your happiness. It’s easy to be cold, rigid, and
demanding when you’re typing. But when you’re in the same room, you
can hear the hesitation in their voice and see the stress in their face. You
regain many of the nuances that make us human.

In Matthew 18:15, Jesus says, "If your brother sins against you, go and tell
him his fault, between you and him alone." Notice the first step isn't to tell
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your lawyer, or your spouse, or your best friend. It’s to go to him. And in
the ancient world, that meant a physical journey. It meant showing up.

When you sit across a table from someone, it is much harder to maintain
a "villain" narrative. You’re forced to see them as a person who probably
has their own fears and pressures. Most of the time, you’ll find out that
the "injustice" wasn't a calculated attack; it was a mistake, a
misunderstanding, or a really bad week. But you’ll never know that if
you’re hiding behind a screen. The art of the hard conversation is about
having the courage to be present. It’s about being willing to listen as
much as you talk. If you can’t look someone in the eye and tell them why
you’re hurt, you probably don’t have any business taking them to court.

The Three Steps of Peace

Jesus didn't just tell us to be nice; He gave us a specific, rugged process
for handling conflict. We usually call it the Matthew 18 protocol, but most
of us treat it like a suggestion rather than a command.

The first step is that private, one-on-one talk. The goal here isn't to "win"
the argument; it’s to win the brother. If you go into that meeting with a list
of demands and a "my way or the highway" attitude, you’ve already failed.
You go to offer peace. You go to see if there is a way to settle the matter
without involving the rest of the world.

If that doesn't work, Jesus says to take one or two others along with you
(Matthew 18:16). This is where most people get it wrong. They take their
"team" – the people they know will back them up and tell them they’re
right. But the text says you take witnesses so that "every charge may be
established." You aren't taking people to take your side; you’re taking
people to help both of you see the truth.

Taking a witness means bringing in someone who loves both of you and
loves the truth more than either of you. Their job is to be the "cool head"
in the room. They are there to listen for the places where you might be
unreasonable and where the other person might be stubborn. It’s a way
of saying, "We can't solve this on our own, so we’re bringing in some
outside perspective to keep us honest." If we actually followed this step,
ninety percent of our disputes would die right there. We wouldn't need a
judge because we’d have the wisdom of the community. These first two
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steps of wisdom might even work outside the church with third-party
arbitration.

The Power of the Third Party

The third step in Matthew 18:17 is to "tell it to the church." In our modern
world, we’ve completely lost the category for this. We think the church is
for worship and potlucks, not for settling business disputes. But as we
discussed in Part Two, Paul was shocked that Christians would rather
trust a secular judge than the wisdom of the elders.

Using a third party – whether it’s a formal mediator, a pastor, or a wise
friend – is about acknowledging that you have blind spots. When you’re
angry, your vision gets tunneled. You can only see the ways you’ve been
wronged and the ways the other person is a monster, blurring the line
between what is true and false in the Bible. You become an expert at
your own defense and a prosecutor of their character.

A wise third party can see what you can't. They can ask the questions
that you’re afraid to ask yourself. They can point out where your pride is
standing in the way of a resolution. I’ve sat in rooms where a mediator
asked a single question that completely broke the tension because it
forced both sides to look at their own hearts instead of the other
person's bank account.

Trusting a third party requires a massive amount of humility. It means
admitting that you might not have the whole story. It means being willing
to abide by the wisdom of someone else, even if they don't give you
everything you want. But that is the hard work of the Christian life. It’s the
belief that the peace of the body of Christ is more valuable than your
three-foot strip of dirt. Third-party arbitration is growing in the business
community and should be considered for future contractual agreements.

The Protocol of the Cross

Ultimately, the Matthew 18 protocol is a practical way of living out the
Cross. It’s about being willing to move toward the person who has
offended you instead of moving away from them or moving against them.
It’s about seeking reconciliation instead of a verdict.
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When we follow this path, we are telling the world that we have a
different way of handling our mess. We’re saying that the grace we’ve
received from God is so big that it can cover a debt, a broken contract, or
a bruised ego. We’re showing the world that we don't need a gavel to
find peace because we have a Shepherd who guides us.

It won't be tidy. These conversations are awkward, they’re emotional,
and they’re often exhausting. It is much "cleaner" to let the lawyers
handle it. But the "clean" way is the way of death for a relationship. The
messy way – the face-to-face, witness-bearing, church-trusting way – is
the way of life. It’s the only way to resolve a conflict without losing your
soul in the process. Before you take the next step toward a courtroom,
ask yourself if you’ve actually followed the protocol. Have you looked
them in the eye? Have you invited a wise friend to tell you where you’re
wrong? Have you trusted the wisdom of the church? Or in the broader
community, have you considered third-party arbitration? Let’s start there.
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4
SHREWD AS SERPENTS,
INNOCENT AS DOVES
I’ve had a lot of guys tell me over the years that they don’t need a
contract because they’re "Christian brothers" and a handshake is their
bond. It sounds spiritual, doesn’t it? It sounds like you’re trusting the Holy
Spirit instead of a law firm. But more often than not, that "spiritual"
handshake is actually laziness or a fear of an awkward conversation.
Then, six months later, when the project is over budget and the
expectations don't match up, that handshake turns into a fist.

The world is litigious, and that’s not going to change until the Master
returns. But being a faithful steward doesn't mean being a doormat.
Jesus told us in Matthew 10:16 to be as shrewd as serpents and as
innocent as doves. That means you walk into the world with your eyes
wide open. You don't ignore the reality of a broken world; you navigate it
with a specific kind of rugged wisdom that protects the Master's assets
while keeping your own heart clean.

Contracts as Stewardship

We need to stop seeing a contract as a sign of a lack of trust. In reality, a
clear, written agreement is an act of love. It is a way of protecting your
neighbor from a misunderstanding and protecting yourself from your
own faulty memory. Proverbs 27:23 tells us to know well the condition of
our flocks. In a modern world, your "flock" is your business, your property,
and your agreements.

A handshake is great for a greeting, but it’s a terrible way to manage a
complex partnership. When you put it in writing, you are establishing
boundaries. You are saying, "This is what I am responsible for, and this is
what you are responsible for." Clear boundaries prevent the kind of
friction that leads to the courtroom. Most legal fires start in the gray areas
where someone "thought" something was implied. By being precise and
professional, you are actually honoring the other person. You are giving
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them clarity. A good contract is a way of ensuring that both parties can
stay friends even if the business deal goes south. It isn't a lack of faith;
it’s a form of stewardship that respects the reality of human fallibility.

The Danger of the Surety

One of the quickest ways to end up in a legal nightmare is by being
"nice" in a way the Bible specifically warns against. I’m talking about co-
signing for someone or becoming "surety" for a debt. Proverbs 6:1-5 is
incredibly blunt about this. It tells you that if you’ve pledged yourself for
another, you are snared by the words of your mouth. It even tells you to
give no sleep to your eyes until you’ve delivered yourself like a gazelle
from the hand of the hunter.

We often co-sign because we want to be helpful or because we’re afraid
of saying no. But when you become a surety, you are essentially
gambling with the Master’s resources on someone else’s performance.
You are taking on a legal liability that you have no control over. If that
person fails, you are the one the lawyer comes for. I’ve seen families lose
their homes and their peace because they tried to be "kind" in a way that
ignored the wisdom of Scripture. True stewardship means knowing when
to say no. It means realizing that you are a manager of God’s gold, and
you don't have the right to put it at risk just to avoid an uncomfortable
lunch.

When You Are the Defendant

Sometimes, despite your best efforts to be fair and clear, the lawsuit
comes for you anyway. You find yourself on the receiving end of an
attack that feels completely unjustified. The natural human reaction is to
go into a defensive crouch. You want to hide assets, you want to stall the
process, and you want to find every loophole to make the other guy
suffer.

But if you are a steward, your character doesn't change because you’re
being sued. You are still representing the King, even when you’re sitting
at a defense table. This means no lying. It means no "strategic" stalling
that is really a way to avoid the truth. Proverbs 12:22 says that lying lips
are an abomination to the Lord, and that doesn't stop being true during a
deposition.
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Managing the Master’s assets in the middle of a lawsuit means being
more concerned with your integrity than the outcome. You provide the
documents you’re supposed to provide. You tell the truth, even when it
hurts your case. You treat the opposing counsel with a level of respect
they probably haven't seen all week. You don't let the fire of the conflict
get into your own spirit.

Being a defendant is a test of your trust. It’s a chance to show the world
that your security isn't tied to the verdict. If you lose, the Master is still on
the throne. If you win, it’s another tool to manage. The goal isn't to "win"
the case; it’s to walk out of that courtroom with your soul unstained by
bitterness. You stay shrewd, you stay professional, and you stay innocent.
That is the only way to walk the road without losing your way.
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5
THE SCARS OF THE

STRUGGLE
Whether you walk out of that courtroom with a check or a bill, you’re
going to be carrying some weight. There’s this idea that once the judge
bangs the gavel and the case is closed, you can flip a switch and go back
to your normal life. But it doesn't work that way. A legal battle is a high-
stress, high-friction event that leaves marks on your soul. You’ve spent
months, maybe years, in a defensive crouch. You’ve viewed another
human being as an adversary to be defeated. You can’t walk away from
that kind of heat without a few scars.

The real test of your faith isn't actually how you handle the trial; it’s how
you handle the aftermath. It’s what you do with the "win" or the "loss"
once the lawyers have stopped calling and the dust has finally settled.

The Poison of Resentment

If you lost the case, the temptation to sink into bitterness is almost
overwhelming. You feel like the system failed you, like the other guy got
away with murder, and like God was sleeping while you were being
robbed. You want to replay the testimony in your head, coming up with
the perfect comeback you should have said. You want to tell everyone
you meet how unfair it all was. But here is the rugged truth: resentment is
a poison you drink while hoping the other person dies. It doesn't hurt
them; it only hollows you out.

If you won, the danger is even more subtle. You might feel a surge of
pride, like your "rightness" has been vindicated by the world. You might
start to look at everyone with a suspicious eye, waiting for the next
person to try something so you can shut them down, too. Winning can
make you brittle. It can make you think that your security is found in your
ability to fight and win. Whether you won or lost, you have to find a way
to let go of the "case" before it becomes your identity. You are a child of
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the King, not a "plaintiff" or a "defendant." Those are temporary titles.
Don't let a temporary conflict define your permanent character.

The Final Judge

The most grounding thing you can do after a verdict is to remember that
every earthly court is just a shadow. Judges are human; they get tired,
they get bored, and sometimes they get it wrong. Evidence gets lost, and
people lie. If you’re looking for perfect justice in a broken world, you’re
always going to be disappointed.

But there is a peace that comes from knowing that God sees the truth.
He doesn't need a deposition or a cross-examination to know what
happened in that boardroom or on that three-foot strip of dirt. He was
there. He knows the motives, the whispers, and the hidden agendas. If
you were wronged and the court didn't see it, God did. And if you did the
wrong and got away with it, God saw that too.

Living in light of the Final Judge changes the way you breathe. You don't
have to spend your energy trying to convince the world that you were
the victim or the hero. You can rest in the fact that the final verdict on
your life has nothing to do with a civil settlement. It has to do with the
mercy you’ve received and the faithfulness you’ve shown in the middle
of the mess. When you realize that only the King of the Universe actually
holds the gavel, the earthly court starts to look a lot smaller. You can
afford to move on, even if the world never says you were right.

At the end of the day, the legal battle was just another season of
stewardship. If you lost money, it was the Master's money to begin with. If
you lost your reputation, your true name is still safe in heaven. The scars
you carry from the struggle aren't signs of failure; they’re reminders that
you live in a world that needs the Gospel.

Don't let the fire of the courtroom harden your heart. Choose to stay soft,
choose to stay generous, and choose to stay focused on the mission.
The road is hard, and sometimes the walk is brutal, but the finish line is
coming. And when you stand before the Master, He isn't going to ask to
see your win-loss record. He’s going to look at your hands to see if
they’re still open. Let’s make sure they are.
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CONCLUSION
I want to tell you one more story. I knew a man who had what every
lawyer in town called a "slam dunk" case. He had the contracts, the
emails, and a business partner who had clearly and undeniably
slandered him to steal a client base. We’re talking about a settlement
that would have set this man up for a very comfortable retirement. He
was standing on the edge of a massive win, and he had every legal right
to take it.

But a week before the trial, he walked into his pastor's office and said he
was dropping the suit. He hadn't changed his mind about the facts; he
realized that the "win" was going to cost him his brother. He told me that
every time he looked at the legal files, he stopped seeing a man he had
served with in the church for fifteen years and started seeing a
"defendant." He realized that if he won the money, he would lose the
person, and in the economy of the Kingdom, that was a bad trade. He
walked away from a sure win, not because he was weak, but because he
was wealthy in ways the court couldn't understand. He decided that his
peace was worth more than his payout.

This is the rugged reality of the life we’re called to. We spent this whole
guide talking about contracts, rights, and courtroom protocols, but none
of that is your home. If you try to build your life on the shifting sands of
human justice, you will always be anxious. You will always be one bad
verdict away from a breakdown. But your inheritance – the real one –
isn't kept in a local bank or recorded at the county deed office. It is kept
in the New Jerusalem. It’s a city with foundations that no lawyer can
shake and no thief can enter.

When you realize that your future is entirely secure, you can afford to
have an open hand. You can navigate a broken, litigious world without
letting it break you. You can be the person who chooses to be "cheated"
here because you know you are being rewarded there. Success as a
steward means realizing that a settlement is a temporary arrangement of
the Master’s gold, but your peace is an eternal gift from the Master
himself.
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A Prayer for the Heart in the Middle of the
Storm

Heavenly Father, the Sovereign Judge of all the earth, I lift up the man or
woman reading this whose heart is racing right now. I pray for the one
who just got that letter in the mail, the one who is staring at a legal threat,
and the one who feels like their security is being ripped away by an
unfair system. Lord, the heat is high, and the fear is real.

I ask that You would give them a supernatural portion of Your peace –
the kind that doesn't make a bit of sense to a world obsessed with
winning. Remind them today that You are their Protector and their
Provider. When the voices of the world are shouting about "rights" and
"justice," let Your voice be the loudest, reminding them that they are
Your children. Give them the courage to be shrewd like serpents but the
grace to stay as innocent as doves.

Help them to stop clenching their fists. If they have to walk into a
courtroom, let them walk in as stewards of Your reputation, not their own.
If they have to sign a settlement, let them do it with a heart that is free
from bitterness. Point them back to the Prince of Peace, who took the
ultimate injustice so that we could have the ultimate inheritance. May
they find their rest not in a judge's verdict, but in the finished work of the
Cross. Amen.
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