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INTRODUCTION
I’ve seen this exact scene play out more times than I care to
count. It usually starts with a sincere desire to help. I knew a man
named Gary – a good, steady guy who had worked hard and
saved a bit of a cushion. His brother-in-law, Pete, had this dream
of starting a landscaping business. He had the vision and the
work ethic, but he didn't have the capital. So, Gary did what he
thought a good Christian family man should do: he loaned Pete
fifteen thousand dollars. No interest, no formal contract, just a
handshake and a "pay me back when you can."

The business folded in six months. A few bad contracts and a
broken-down truck were all it took to turn that fifteen thousand
into a memory. And that is when the silence started. Pete stopped
calling. He stopped showing up for Sunday lunch. By the time
Thanksgiving rolled around, Gary sat across from an empty chair.
Pete was too ashamed to face the man he owed, and Gary was
too angry to reach out and bridge the gap. That empty chair
wasn't just a missing person; it was a monument to a broken
promise and a debt that had become a wall.

Gary told me later that he didn't even care about the money
anymore. He would have given thirty thousand just to have his
friend back. But the debt and the accompanying financial
stress had taken on a life of its own. It had moved from the
bank account to the dining room table, and it was starving
everyone out.

When you loan money to someone in your inner circle – a friend,
a brother, a cousin – you think you’re doing a financial transaction.
But you aren't. You are creating a shadow that follows both of you
into every room you share. I call it the ghost of the IOU.
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It’s that awkward moment at a birthday party where you see them
buying a gift for someone else, and you think, Wait, they have
money for that, but not for me? It’s the way they look at the floor
when you walk into the room. A debt between friends changes
the power dynamic. It turns a relationship of equals into one of a
master and a servant. Proverbs 22:7 says that the borrower is the
slave of the lender. When we look at debts in the Bible, we
usually think of that in terms of banks and interest rates, but it is
as true in a living room.

The ghost of the IOU makes honesty impossible. When dealing
with debt, you can't just be "Gary and Pete" anymore. Now you’re
"The One Who Owes" and "The One Who Is Owed." The debt
becomes the lens through which you see every interaction. It
makes the lender suspicious and the borrower defensive. And the
worst part is that neither of you wants to talk about it, so the ghost
grows bigger and colder until it eventually drives someone out of
the room entirely.

The Arithmetic of Bitterness

I’ve sat with men who have spent years of their lives dealing with
finance problems and doing what I call the arithmetic of bitterness.
They stay up at night, staring at the ceiling, calculating exactly
what was "stolen" from them. They don't just count the principal;
they count the missed opportunities, the lost sleep, and the
perceived disrespect of that financial betrayal. They run the
numbers over and over in their heads, trying to find a way to
balance the scales of financial resentment.

But here is the thing about that kind of math: it rots the soul.
Bitterness is a recursive formula. The more you calculate your
loss, the more you lose. You lose your peace, you lose your
ability to be present with your family, and you lose your joy. When
looking at forgiveness in the Bible, Hebrews 12:15 warns us to see
to it that no "root of bitterness" springs up to cause trouble and
defile many. Bitterness isn't just a private feeling; it’s a toxin that
leaks out into every other relationship you have.
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When you are stuck in the arithmetic of bitterness, you are
basically trying to be your own judge and jury. You are trying to
force the world to be fair on your terms. But the more you
demand that the other person pay what they owe, the more you
realize that money isn't what you’re actually after. You’re after
vindication. You want them to feel the weight of what they’ve
done. But usually, they already feel it. They’re just as trapped in
the math as you are, only they’re calculating their shame while
you’re calculating your anger.

The Gospel Lens

You might wonder why a pastor is spending so much time talking
about your wallet or your brother-in-law’s failed business. It is
because Jesus spoke more about these kinds of things than He
did about heaven and hell combined. Over a quarter of Jesus’
parables deal with money and relationships, inheritance, and
business. And Jesus was incredibly clear about the connection
between our treasures and our hearts. In Matthew 6:21, He tells
us that where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

But it works the other way, too. Where your "losses" are, there
your heart will be also. If your heart is buried in a fifteen-
thousand-dollar hole, you aren't free to follow Christ. You are
tethered to that debt. You are living as if your security and your
worth are tied to whether or not Pete ever pays you back.

This guide isn't about how to get your money back. It’s about
something far more valuable: how to forgive and get your soul
back. It’s about learning how to look at a loss through the lens of
the Cross to find a biblical view on forgiveness. We serve a Savior
who took the ultimate loss so that we could have an ultimate
inheritance. If we claim to be followers of the One who canceled
our infinite debt, we have to talk about debt forgiveness in the
Bible and what it looks like to handle the finite debts of the
people around us.

We’re going to wade into the waters of what it means to apply
biblical principles of stewardship in a world where people fail,
businesses fold, and brothers let each other down. We’re going
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to talk about how to deal with debt and a simple theology of
sowing and reaping and why, sometimes, the best thing you can
do for your own spiritual health is to learn how to forgive debt and
take the IOU and burn it. It won't be easy, and it definitely won't
feel "fair" at the moment. But on the other side of that small fire is
a peace that a bank account could never provide. Let’s start there.
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1
THE ANATOMY OF

THE GRUDGE
I know the specific, cold weight that settles in your chest when
you realize the money is gone. It isn’t just about the digits in the
bank account; it’s the sense of betrayal. You trusted someone.
They asked for help and made a promise to you. So, you opened
your hand to help, but they closed theirs to keep. Whether it was
a business deal that went south, leaving you asking what does
the Bible say about lending money, or a "loan" to a friend that
turned into a gift you never wanted to give, the initial shock
eventually turns into something much heavier: a grudge.

We talk about "holding" a grudge like it’s something we’re doing
to the other person, but the reality is that the grudge is holding us.
It’s a physical thing. You feel it in your shoulders when their name
comes up in conversation. You feel it in your gut when you see
them post a photo of a vacation or a new car on social media,
bitter that this person owes me money while your IOU is still
gathering dust. We tell ourselves that we’re just waiting for justice,
but if we’re honest, we’re actually dissecting our own peace one
day at a time.

Why We Crave Justice When Someone Owes Us Money

There is a deep, primal part of us that craves justice. We feel that
if we just let the debt go – if we truly forgive it and stop asking for
it – then the "bad guy" wins. We feel like we’re letting them get
away with it. Our internal "judge" stands up on the bench and
demands blood or, at the very least, interest. We want the scales
to balance. We want them to feel the same pinch we feel.

In our minds, justice is a zero-sum game. If they don't pay, we lose.
But this "lust for justice" is often just a mask for pride. We’re
offended that they didn't value our help enough to prioritize
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paying us back. We’re offended that they broke the "rules" of the
relationship. So, we appoint ourselves as the cosmic bailiff. We
spend our mental energy tracking their spending, judging their
lifestyle, and waiting for the moment they finally "stumble" so we
can feel vindicated.

The problem is that this version of justice never actually satisfies.
Even if Gary’s brother-in-law, Pete, walked in tomorrow and
handed him every cent of that fifteen thousand dollars, the
relationship wouldn’t magically be fixed. The trust is already
broken. The five years of silence are already gone. Our internal
judge is looking for a payment that money can’t provide. We’re
looking for a return of the respect and security we lost, and a
check can’t buy those back. When you demand "justice" for a
personal debt, you’re usually chasing a ghost. You’re asking a
human system – or a human being – to fill a hole in your soul that
only God was meant to fill.

How Unpaid Debt Steals Your Peace and Controls Your Emotions

One of the biggest lies we believe is that we are the masters of
the debt. We think we’re the ones in control because we’re the
ones who are owed. But look at your life during a protracted
conflict over money. Who is really in charge?

If you can’t walk into a family gathering without scanning the
room for that person, the debt is the master. If you can’t look at
your bank balance without a flash of anger toward the person
who "shorted" you, the debt is the master. If you spend more time
talking to your spouse about what "they did" than about your own
future, the debt is the master. You think you’re holding onto the
IOU, but the IOU is a leash that they are holding, and they are
dragging you through the mud of your own resentment every
single day.

Holding onto a debt is a form of spiritual incarceration. You’ve
locked yourself in a cell with the person you hate. You’ve tied
your joy to their behavior. If they pay you back, you’re happy. If
they don't, you’re miserable. You’ve handed over the keys to your
emotional well-being to the person you trust the least. That isn't
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being a "tough" or "principled" person; that’s being a prisoner.
True stewardship is about being free to use your resources and
your heart for the Master's business. You can’t do that if you’re
chained to a record of past wrongs. The debt doesn't just steal
your money; it steals your capacity to be present, to be grateful,
and to be at peace.

The "Eye for an Eye" Fallacy

We love the "eye for an eye" mentality because it feels balanced.
It feels like math we can understand. If you took an eye, you owe
an eye. If you took ten grand, you owe ten grand. But the world’s
way of settling scores never actually fills the hole in your heart. In
fact, it usually just creates two blind people.

There is a biological reality to this that we often ignore. Our
bodies remember the financial stress even when our minds try to
forget. You can tell yourself "I’m over it" all day long, but when
you see that person, your heart rate spikes and your breathing
gets shallow. Your nervous system is still in "fight or flight" mode
because you’re still at war. The "eye for an eye" fallacy tells you
that the war ends when the debt is paid, but the scars of the war
stay long after the money is back in your account.

I’ve seen men who finally got the settlement they were looking for
or the "apology" they demanded, and they were shocked to find
that they felt just as empty as they did before. Why? Because you
can’t cure a spiritual wound with a financial transaction. The hole
in your heart isn't fifteen thousand dollars deep; it’s a million miles
deep. It’s a wound of financial betrayal, and you can’t fix betrayal
with a settled account.

When Jesus talked about turning the other cheek or going the
extra mile, He wasn't giving us a way to be doormats. He was
giving us a way to be free. He was saying that the only way to
stop the bleeding is to stop the war. The "eye for an eye"
approach keeps the cycle of pain going forever. But grace – true,
rugged grace – breaks the cycle. It realizes that the only way to
get your heart back is to stop demanding that someone else fix it
for you.
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The anatomy of a grudge is a complex thing, but the cure is
simple, though incredibly hard: you have to realize that the
person who owes you can never pay you enough to make you
whole. Only the Master can do that. And the moment you stop
looking at the person who wronged you as your "provider" of
justice, you can finally start looking at the One who has already
provided everything you need. You aren't letting the "bad guy"
win; you’re just deciding that you’re done losing.
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2
THE TRILLION-
DOLLAR DEBT

I know how it feels when you’re staring at that spreadsheet or
that old, crumpled IOU. To you, that fifteen thousand dollars – or
whatever the number is – doesn’t feel like a "handful of coins." It
feels like a year of your life. It feels like the vacation you didn't
take, the house repair you had to delay, or the security you
worked your fingers to the bone to build. When people tell you to
"just forgive it," it feels like they’re asking you to pretend the
money never existed. It feels dismissive. It feels like they’re
asking you to be a fool.

But we have to look at the math through a different lens. If we’re
going to call ourselves followers of Christ, we have to deal with
the fact that our entire life is built on the foundation of a debt we
couldn't pay. We aren't just people who "had a few mistakes"
cleared from our record; we are people who were bankrupt,
facing an infinite debt, and were given a clean slate by the only
One who had the capital to cover it.

The Parable of the Unforgiving Servant

In Matthew 18:21-35, Jesus tells a story that should make every
"high-performer" in the church a little uncomfortable. It starts with
a servant who owes a king ten thousand talents. To give you
some perspective, a single talent represented an enormous
amount of labor – often explained as decades of wages in today’s
terms. Ten thousand talents was an astronomical, trillion-dollar
sum. It was a debt mathematically impossible to repay in a
hundred lifetimes.

The servant falls on his knees and begs for more time, promising
he’ll pay it all back. It’s a ridiculous promise, but the king does
something even more ridiculous: he doesn't just give him more
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time. He cancels the debt. He wipes the ledger clean. He absorbs
the loss of ten thousand talents and lets the man walk away a free
man.

But then, that same man walks out and finds a fellow servant who
owes him a hundred denarii – about three months' wages. It’s not
nothing, but compared to the trillion-dollar debt he just had
canceled, it is a handful of pocket change. Instead of showing the
mercy he just received, he grabs the man by the throat and
demands payment. When the man can't pay, he throws him into
prison.

When the king hears about it, he is livid. He calls the servant
"wicked" and hands him over to the jailers until he should pay
back all he owed. Jesus ends the story with a warning that hits
like a freight train: "So also my heavenly Father will do to every
one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart."

The hard obedience of this parable is in the comparison. Jesus
isn't saying that the hundred denarii doesn't matter. He’s saying it
looks like nothing when you place it next to the ten thousand
talents. When we refuse to forgive a debt – and our brother from
our heart – we are telling God that the small amount our neighbor
owes us is more important than the infinite amount He has
forgiven us. We are acting like we’ve forgotten the size of the
hole we were in when He found us. We are trying to be "owners"
of our tiny ledgers while ignoring the fact that we are living on the
King’s riches.

The Cross as a Debt Settlement

One of the biggest misunderstandings about forgiveness is the
idea that God just "ignored" our sin. We think He just waved His
hand and said, "Don't worry about it." But that isn't how it works.
In a biblical understanding of the Cross, justice has to be satisfied.
Debt doesn't just vanish into thin air; it must always be paid by
someone.

When Jesus went to the Cross, He was performing the ultimate
debt settlement. In Colossians 2:13-14, Paul says that God made
us alive together with Christ, "having forgiven us all our
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trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood against us
with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross."
Every lie, every act of pride, and every moment we tried to be our
own god was a massive debt on our ledger. Jesus didn't ignore
that debt; He took the bill and paid it with His own life, a life worth
infinitely more than ten thousand talents. The Cross was the most
expensive act in human history. It cost the Son of God everything
so that we could have everything.

When you choose to forgive a debt, you aren't just being "nice."
You are imitating the Cross. You are saying, "The cost of this
wrong is real, but I am going to pay it so that you don't have to."
You are taking the "legal demands" of your own little court and
nailing them to the cross. You are moving from the position of a
prosecutor to that of a redeemer. It is the most Christ-like thing
you will ever do, and it is also the hardest. You can only do this in
Christ.

Why Forgiving Financial Debt Is Costly but Spiritually Necessary

We love to talk about "free grace," but we have to remember that
grace is only free for the one who receives it. For the one who
gives it, grace is incredibly expensive.

Forgiving a debt means you absorb the loss. It means you look at
that fifteen thousand dollars and you say, "I am never going to
see this money again, and I am okay with that." You take the hit
so the other person can breathe. You decide that the relationship,
their soul, and your own peace are worth more than the digits in
your bank account. That’s actually a good way to think about
dealing with debt in your own mind, even when you first grant it
to your friend or family member.

This is where the theology of loss gets real. It’s one thing to talk
about a biblical view on forgiveness in a pews-and-organ setting;
it’s another thing to do it when it means you can't afford the new
truck you wanted. But this is the heart of the Gospel. If grace
doesn't cost you anything, it probably isn't grace.

I’ve known people who "forgave" a debt but spent the next ten
years making sure everyone knew they were a "martyr" for doing
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it. That isn't grace, and it’s certainly not forgiving our brother from
the heart. That’s a different way of collecting the debt through
social capital. True grace is quiet. It’s the decision to take the loss
and never bring it up again. It’s the decision to treat the other
person as if they never owed you a thing, as the Lord has done
for us.

Why would anyone do this? Why would Gary ever invite Pete
back to the table? Not because Pete deserves it. Not because the
fifteen thousand dollars doesn't matter. But because Gary has
realized that he is a "ten-thousand-talent" man who has been
given a second chance. When you realize the Master has
absorbed an infinite loss on your behalf, taking a fifteen-
thousand-dollar hit doesn't feel like a tragedy anymore. It feels
like a small way to say "thank you." Now you have a clear reason
to forgive from the heart.

You take the hit because the Master took the infinite hit for you.
You let the other person breathe because the Master gave you
back your own breath. This isn't about being a doormat; it’s about
being a son or daughter of the King. It’s about realizing that your
wealth isn't kept in a bank account that can be emptied by a bad
business deal, but in a Kingdom that is unshakable. The math of
the Gospel is simple: you’ve been forgiven much, so you can
afford to forgive a little. Let’s start there.
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3
THE DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN MERCY

AND FOOLISHNESS
You hear all this talk about the Cross and canceling debts, and
your internal alarm goes off. You start wondering if being a
Christian means you just have to be the world’s favorite target – a
person who lets people walk all over them until there’s nothing
left. You think about that cousin who’s always got a "great idea"
but can never seem to keep a job or that friend who’s always in a
"temporary" bind. You worry that forgiveness in the Bible is
another word for "enabling" and that God is calling you to be a
fool.

But we need to be very clear: the Gospel doesn't ask you to
check your brain at the door. Being a person of grace doesn't
mean you stop being a person of wisdom. In fact, if you’re going
to be a faithful steward of the Master’s gold, you have to learn the
difference between mercy and foolishness. One is an act of
worship that heals a soul; the other is a lack of courage that fuels
a habit.

Forgiveness vs Enabling: Should You Lend Money Again After
Being Burned?

There is a massive difference between heart-forgiveness and
handing a gambler another stack of hundreds. Forgiveness is a
vertical and internal work. It’s the decision to release the debt in
your heart so that you aren't being poisoned by bitterness. It’s the
decision to stop wanting to "choke" the other person, as the
servant did in Matthew 18:28. You can, and should, forgive
everyone for everything in that sense. You release the claim on
their soul because Christ released the claim on yours.
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But enabling is an external action that affects the other person’s
future. If someone has a pattern of being irresponsible, lazy, or
deceptive, "forgiving" the debt doesn't mean you have to give
them more money. If you keep bailing someone out of the
consequences of their own bad choices, you aren't being merciful
– you’re being an obstacle to their growth. You’re preventing
them from feeling the "grit" of reality that God often uses to bring
people to repentance.

In 2 Thessalonians 3:10, Paul is very blunt: "If anyone is not willing
to work, let him not eat." That sounds harsh to our modern, "nice"
ears, but it’s actually a form of love. It’s the recognition that work
is a dignity and that consequences are a teacher. If you "forgive"
a debt and then immediately open your wallet to the same person
for the same recurring problem, you aren't imitating Christ. You’re
playing like you’re an imitation god, trying to insulate that person
from the very world God created to train them. Forgive the debt
so you can be free, but don't fund the dysfunction.

Why You Should Only Lend What You Can Afford to Give Away

Here is a pastoral rule of thumb that will save you more stress
than any financial advisor ever could: Never "lend" what you
aren't prepared to "give." Most of the heartbreak I see in the
church over money comes from people who made a "loan" that
they actually needed back. They lent their emergency fund to a
friend, or they took out a line of credit to help a family member.
They called it a loan, but they were gambling with their own
security. When the money didn't come back, they didn't just lose
the cash; they lost their peace of mind.

If you change your vocabulary from "loan" to "investment in a
person," your blood pressure will change overnight. When a
brother comes to you in need, look at the Master’s ledger. If you
have the margin to help, and you believe the need is legitimate,
give the money. Tell them, "I’m giving this to you as a gift. If you’re
ever in a position to pay it back or pass it on to someone else,
that’s great. But as far as I’m concerned, this money is gone." Kind
of like how George Bailey treated loans in “It’s a Wonderful Life.”
This is consistent with Jesus’ admonition to give and expect
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nothing in return, not only to those near to us but even to our
enemies (Luke 6:34-35).

By doing this, you are cutting off that unpaid shadow before it
ever haunts the room. You aren't "The One Who Is Owed"
anymore; you’re just a brother who shared what he had. You’ve
removed the power dynamic that turns friends into masters and
slaves. If the person never pays you back, there’s no grudge
because there was no debt. And if they do pay you back? It’s a
joyful surprise, not a late expectation. This is the "shrewdness"
Jesus talked about. It’s a way of protecting the relationship by
refusing to let a few digits in a bank account stand between you
and a brother.

Setting Christian Boundaries With Family and Friends Over
Money

We often think of boundaries as walls we build to keep people
out. But for a steward managing money and relationships, a
boundary is a fence that keeps the garden healthy. Saying "no" to
a future loan or a request for help might actually be the most
Christian thing you can do for someone.

If you have a brother who refuses to handle his business, who
spends money on luxuries while he owes people for necessities,
or who treats your generosity like a revolving credit line that fuels
financial stress, saying "yes" to him is actually an act of hate. You
are helping him destroy himself. You are encouraging his poor
character.

True love is willing to be misunderstood. It’s willing to have that
person be angry with you because you refused to fund their next
mistake. Boundaries are an act of love because they call the other
person to a higher standard. They remind the person that
resources are a trust from God, not an entitlement from their
friends.

Proverbs 25:28 says, "A man without self-control is like a city
broken into and left without walls." If you don't have the courage
to set boundaries, you are a city with no walls. Everyone will walk
through you, and you’ll end up with nothing left for the people
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God has actually called you to support – your own family, your
church, and the truly vulnerable.

Wise stewardship in a broken world means realizing that you
can't save everyone, and you certainly can't save them with your
checkbook. You are a manager, not the Owner. Your job is to
deploy the Master’s resources where they will do the most good
for His Kingdom. Sometimes that means a radical, debt-canceling
act of mercy. Other times, it means a firm "No" that forces
someone to look at their own hands and get to work.

Don't let the fear of being "unkind" drive you into foolishness. And
don't let the fear of being "cheated" drive you into a cold,
guarded life. Find that middle ground of the open hand – ready to
give when the Spirit prompts, but firm enough to hold the line
when wisdom demands it. You aren't a doormat; you’re a steward
committed to biblical principles of stewardship. And a steward’s
first loyalty is to the Master, not to the person asking for a loan.
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4
PRACTICAL STEPS TO
CLEARING THE AIR

I know you’ve probably spent the last few weeks – or maybe
years – running this conversation through your head while you’re
driving to work or trying to fall asleep. You’ve rehearsed the
"tough love" speech, the "I’m not mad, disappointed" speech, and
the "pay me back or else" speech. But the reason you’re still
avoiding it is because none of those speeches feels like they
come from a place of peace. You’re afraid that if you open your
mouth, you’ll either sound like a cold-hearted bill collector or a
total pushover.

But if we’re going to clear the air, we have to stop the mental
rehearsals and actually move toward the person. In a broken
world, silence is where the debt-cloud does its worst work. It fills
the gaps with assumptions and bitterness. To break the power of
a debt, you have to be willing to get a little mud on your boots
and have the conversation you’ve been dreading.

How to Talk to Someone Who Owes You Money Without
Destroying the Relationship

The first thing you have to do is check your posture. If you go into
this meeting looking for a fight, you’re going to get one. If you go
in looking to shame them, they’re going to retreat further into
their hole. The goal isn't to get a confession or a check; it's to get
your brother back.

When you talk to someone who owes you, start by
acknowledging the elephant in the room. Don't beat around the
bush for forty-five minutes talking about the weather. Just say it:
"Hey, I know things have been awkward between us because of
the money. I’ve felt it, and I’m sure you’ve felt it too. But I value
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our friendship more than that debt, and I want to talk about how
we move past this."

Notice what you’re doing here. You aren't sounding like a bill
collector; you’re sounding like a steward of a relationship. You’re
revealing that you value the relationship more than the money.
And you’re taking the "shame" out of the equation by being the
one to bring it up first. Proverbs 15:1 says that a soft answer turns
away wrath. By approaching the situation with a "soft" and honest
posture, you’re making it safe for them to stop lying or hiding.
You’re giving them a chance to be honest about why they haven't
paid you back, and you’re giving yourself a chance to finally
breathe.

Should You Create a Payment Plan or Forgive the Debt
Completely?

Once you’re in the conversation, you have to decide what mercy
actually looks like in this specific case. It isn't a one-size-fits-all
situation. Sometimes, the most merciful thing you can do is set up
a payment plan. This is for the person who actually wants to pay
you back but is overwhelmed by the number. By breaking it down
into small, manageable chunks – maybe fifty dollars a month –
you’re helping them regain their dignity. You’re teaching them the
"grit" of follow-through.

Other times, mercy looks like taking the contract out of the
drawer and burning it right in front of them. This is for the "ten-
thousand-talent" situations – the ones where you know they can
never pay you back, and the debt is a weight that’s drowning
them. You look at them and say, "I’m canceling this. You don't
owe me a dime. Let’s never speak of it as a debt again."

How do you know which one to choose? You pray for wisdom
and look at their heart. In James 1:5, we’re told that if we lack
wisdom, we should ask God, who gives generously to all. If the
person is repentant and trying, a payment plan might be the best
stewardship. If the person is crushed and broken, a full release
might be the most Christ-like act you’ve ever performed. The goal
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isn't to get your money; it’s to do what is best for their soul and
your peace.

What to Do When Someone Who Owes You Money Avoids You

But what about the person who won't even talk to you? What
about the Pete who stopped calling and has basically
disappeared from your life? Or worse, the person who doesn't
think they did anything wrong and won't apologize even though
they’ve clearly cheated you? In this case, they seem more like an
enemy than a friend.

This is the hardest part of the anatomy of a grudge. We feel like
we can't forgive unless they acknowledge the wrong. We want
the "I’m sorry" before we give the "I forgive you." But if you wait
for them to apologize, you are still handing them the keys to your
life. You are letting their stubbornness dictate your spiritual health.

Forgiving the debt for your sake means releasing it in your heart,
even if they never say thank you. It means sitting down with the
Master and saying, "Lord, they aren't coming to the table. They
aren't going to pay me back, and they aren't going to say they’re
sorry. But I am handing this debt to You. I am releasing my claim
on them because I don't want to be tied to them anymore."

You don't need their permission to be free. In Mark 11:25, Jesus
tells us to forgive "whenever you stand praying." He doesn't say
"whenever they come and ask for it." He’s talking about an
internal release that happens between you and God. You burn
the IOU in your own mind. You stop the "arithmetic of bitterness"
in your own head. You decide that you aren't going to be the
victim of their disappearance. You move on, not because they
deserve it, but because you are a steward of a heart that was
meant for better things than chasing down what’s already gone.
And you do this, realizing that Jesus told His followers to love
their enemies. How much more should we love our debtors?

How Forgiveness Brings Peace After Financial Conflict

When you finally take these steps – whether it’s the hard
conversation, the payment plan, or the internal release – the air in
your life starts to change. That unspoken weight loses its power
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because you’ve brought it into the light. You stop being a person
defined by what you’ve lost and start being a person defined by
what you’ve been given.

It won't be tidy, and it might still feel "unfair" on a purely human
level. But remember, the goal was never to balance the scales of
the world. The goal was to walk in the peace that the world didn't
give and can't take away. You’re clearing the air so that you can
finally sit down at the table again – even if the other chair is still
empty. You’ve done your part, but not you, but Christ in you.
You’ve been a faithful manager of the Master’s grace. And that is
a win that no bank account can ever match. Let’s start there.
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5
THE WEALTH OF A

CLEAR SPIRIT
I’ve seen men who have millions in the bank but walk around with a
permanent scowl, their shoulders hunched like they’re carrying the
weight of the world. And I’ve seen men who have been cheated out
of their life savings through financial betrayal but have a sparkle in
their eyes that makes you wonder if they know a secret the rest of
the world has forgotten. The difference isn't their net worth; it’s the
state of their spirit. When you carry a grudge, you are carrying a debt
of financial resentment that you can never truly afford. But when you
wipe the slate, you realize that a clear spirit is a form of wealth that
no market crash can touch.

The Freedom of Letting Go of Money Owed to You

There is a physical relief that comes when you stop being a
creditor. When Gary finally decided to stop looking at Pete as a
"fifteen-thousand-dollar hole" and started looking at him as a
brother again, something shifted in his actual body. The tension in
his jaw loosened. He stopped scanning every room for an enemy
and started looking for ways to be a friend.

When you are a creditor, you are always on guard. You are
always calculating, always suspicious, and always defending. But
when you release the debt, you step out of the courtroom and
back into the family. You stop being a bill collector for a Kingdom
that is passing away and start being a brother in a Kingdom that is
eternal. The empty ledger isn't a sign of loss; it’s a sign of
freedom. It means you are no longer tethered to the failures of
others. You’ve handed the bill to the Master, and you’ve walked
away from the desk. That kind of spiritual relief is worth more than
any interest payment you could have collected.

Why Forgiving Debt Builds Eternal Reward, Not Financial Loss
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It is so easy to get fixated on the "fifteen thousand" or the "ten
grand" or the "fifty bucks." Those numbers feel so real because
we can see them on a screen or a piece of paper. But the Bible
tells us that these things are ultimately moth-eaten and rust-prone.
They are temporary assets in a temporary world.

When you choose to forgive a debt out of obedience to Christ,
you are performing a divine currency exchange. You are taking a
temporary earthly loss and turning it into an eternal "weight of
glory," as Paul calls it in 2 Corinthians 4:17. You are shifting your
focus from what you’ve lost to what you’ve gained through your
faithfulness. This faithfulness is the fruit of who you truly are in the
Lord.

Every time you choose grace over "getting even," you are laying
up treasures in a place where no business can fold and no
brother-in-law can default. You are investing in your own
character, your own peace, and your own reward in the New
Jerusalem. You’re rejoicing not only when things go well, but
even in your sufferings. And when you stand before the Master,
He isn't going to ask you how many IOUs you successfully
collected. He’s going to look at how much of His character was
formed in you during the struggle. Obedience is the only
investment that has a guaranteed return, and that return is
measured in joy, not digits.

How Restored Relationships Bring More Value Than Money

I want to tell you how it ended for Gary. It wasn't overnight, and it
wasn't easy. But about a year after he decided to "burn the
contract" in his own heart, he finally sent a simple text to Pete:
"Hey, I miss you. Thanksgiving is coming up, and your chair is still
there. The money doesn't matter. Let's just be family."

Pete showed up. He didn't have a check, and he didn't have a
great excuse. But he had a repentant heart and a lot of tears.
They sat at that table and ate turkey, and for the first time in years,
the room didn't feel cold. Gary told me later that as he watched
Pete laughing with the rest of the family, he realized that the
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fifteen thousand dollars was a small price to pay for the return of
his joy. He had his brother back. He had his peace back.

That’s the wealth of a clear spirit. It’s the ability to look at the
world with an open hand and an open heart, knowing that your
true inheritance is safe with the Prince of Peace, who paid for it all.
You might have a few scars from the struggle, but those scars are
reminders that you’ve walked the hard ground of a broken world
and come out the other side with your soul intact. Let’s make sure
we’re investing in the things that don't rust. Let's make sure we're
rich in the things that actually matter.
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CONCLUSION: TRUSTING
GOD AS YOUR

PROVIDER WHEN YOU
LOSE MONEY

We started this journey with Gary and Pete, sitting around a table
that felt a lot bigger than it actually was because of the silence
filling the room. We’ve looked at the math of the Kingdom, the
backbone required to have hard conversations, and the high cost
of a grace that isn't cheap. But at the end of the day, all of these
biblical principles of stewardship boil down to a single,
fundamental question: Who do you actually believe is providing
for your life?

If you believe that you are the sole architect of your security, then
every lost dollar is a threat to your existence. Every bad loan is a
hole in your foundation that you have to fix with your own hands.
But if you believe that the Master’s hand is over your wallet, the
entire landscape changes. You realize that you aren't an owner
frantically guarding a vault; you’re a steward managing a flow of
resources that belongs to someone else.

In the world of finance, a loss is a loss. If fifteen thousand dollars
leaves your account and doesn't come back, the ledger shows a
deficit. But in the economy of God, the math is more complex. We
have to learn how to calculate what I call the profit of the soul.

Jesus asked a question in Mark 8:36 that should haunt every
legal dispute and every financial resentment: "For what does it
profit a man to gain the whole world and forfeit his soul?" Usually,
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we think of that in terms of a person losing their salvation for the
sake of riches. But it applies to the smaller battles, too. If you fight
with every ounce of your energy to recover a debt and win that
money back but walk away with a heart that has become hard,
suspicious, and bitter, have you actually made a profit?

From a pastoral perspective, the answer is no. You’ve traded an
eternal asset – your Christ-like character – for a temporary, moth-
eaten currency. If you lose money but, in the process, you learn
how to trust God more deeply, how to forgive like you’ve been
forgiven, and how to hold your resources with an open hand, then
you have made a massive, life-altering profit. You have traded
paper for gold. You have allowed the loss of a few digits in a bank
account to produce a "weight of glory" that will last forever.

We clench our fists so tightly because we are afraid. We’re afraid
that if we don’t get paid back, we won’t have enough for the
future. We’re afraid that the "bad guy" is winning and we’re the
ones being left behind. But we have to remember the character of
the One we serve.

In Philippians 4:19, Paul reminds us that God will supply every
need of ours according to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.
Notice he doesn't say God will supply your needs according to
your brother-in-law’s ability to pay you back. He doesn't say your
security is dependent on a fair settlement or a successful
business venture. Your provision is tied to the infinite riches of the
King.

When you finally realize that God is your Provider, you can stop
looking at the person who owes you as the source of your well-
being. They aren't the one holding your future in their hands; the
Master is. Only this realization can truly lower your heart rate
when you’re looking at a bad debt. It allows you to move from a
posture of defense to a posture of rest. You can afford to be
generous, you can afford to be patient, and you can even afford
to take a hit, because you know the Source of the supply is never
going to run dry.

A Prayer for Letting Go of Financial Hurt and Trusting God
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Heavenly Father, the Sovereign Owner of all that we have and all
that we are, I lift up the person reading this right now whose heart
is racing. I pray for the one whose fingers are still white-knuckled
around a legal note, a bitter memory, or a spreadsheet of what
they’ve lost. Lord, the weight of this debt has become a wall
between them and the peace You’ve promised.

I ask that You would give them the strength to do the hardest
thing a human heart can do: to open those hands and let it go.
Not because the money doesn't matter, and not because the
wrong wasn't real, but because You are more than enough to
make up the difference. I ask that You would replace their fear
with a rugged confidence in Your provision.

Help them to see that the person who owes them is not an enemy
to be crushed, but a soul in need of the same grace that saved us
all. Break the power of the "Ghost of the IOU" in their homes and
in their minds. As they release this debt, let them feel the physical
and spiritual relief of a clear ledger. May they find that the joy of a
restored relationship and a quiet spirit is worth a thousand times
more than the silver they’ve been chasing. Point them back to the
Prince of Peace, in whose name we pray. Amen.
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